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yoke of the English, or in more recent times of
the long" Struggle for liberty in Poland, Germany
or Italy, it would seem that the Americans should
congratulate themselves on having come off
lightly.

I imagine that the idea of forming the Colonies
into an independent State had its origin at a
peHod long anterior to the Revolution. We may
surely think of it as a question widely canvassed
in taverns and meeting-houses for a century
before " the shot heard round the world " was
fired at Concord. One may even venture the
guess that the Pilgrim Fathers, as they sat in
the stuffy cabin of the Mayflower and watched the
cockroaches crawling about the floor, often talked
it over to the tune of the groaning tackle and
the waves thudding on the sides of their little
ark. Sooner or later the idea was bound to
come to maturity, and though it might con-
ceivably have been settled later by mutual con-
sent, the likelihood is that it would not, and
that the bloodshed would have been on a far
greater scale. The strife left seeds of hatred
behind- it, as such things unhappily always do,
though, so far as I can judge, they have become
completely sterile in England and are becoming
so in America, such life as they have in them
to-day being mainly due to the fostering efforts
of the American Irish and in a lesser degree
to such distortions of history as that of the
Pittsburg monument. The Irish animus will